












3/4" PEX Pipe		  3/4" BlazeMaster Pipe

Larger diameter BlazeMaster pipe provides the 
superior water flow needed for extended coverage 
sprinklers. This can lead to a lower installation cost.

PERFORMANCE 	 BlazeMaster® and 	   
CHARACTERISTICS 	 FlowGuard Gold® CPVC Pipe & Fittings 	 All – PEX Multipurpose Systems

Combustibility	 Will not sustain combustion.	 Easily sustained & propagated.

Cost	 Most cost effective.	 May be expensive.

Easy Inspection & Approval	 Yes.	 No, requires additional testing over CPVC systems.

Easy to Identify Plumbing and 	 Yes, color coded.	 No, not color coded.
Fire Sprinkler Lines

Water Flow	 Full, unobstructed flow.	 Smaller tube internal diameter of pipe can restrict flow.

Permeability 	 Not permeable by trace amounts of common aromatic solvents	 Some solvents and pesticides may permeate
	 that may be present in soil due to pesticide applications.	 through the wall of the pipe.

High Temperature Considerations	 When installed in attics, no additional insulation is	 When installed in attics, adequate insulation must be
	 necessary on attic side of fire sprinkler pipe because pipe	 provided on the attic side of fire sprinkler pipe to avoid	
	 is rated to temperature of 150°F.	 exposure of piping to temperatures in excess of pipe’s
		  rated temperature of 120°F.	

Affected by Chlorine or Common	 No.	 Yes – some PEX is susceptible to disinfectants 
ORP Water Disinfectants		  (i.e. chlorine, chloramines).

Product Consistency 	 All compound and finished goods produced	 Varies by manufacturer.
	 to one industry standard.

	 Interchangeable pipe and fittings are available from various	 System components must be purchased	
	 approved FlowGuard Gold and BlazeMaster pipe	 from single source.
	 and fitting manufacturers.

Kinking	 No.	 Yes.

Hanger Spacing	 Less hangers required.	 More hangers required.

Color coding – CPVC piping systems are color coded to easily 
differentiate between the BlazeMaster® fire sprinkler system (orange 
pipe) and the FlowGuard Gold® plumbing system (tan pipe). This 
makes future renovations and repairs safer and easier to complete 
and pass inspection which, in turn, provides all parties added peace 
of mind regarding the long-term integrity of the system. 

Superior water flow – BlazeMaster systems, both stand-alone and 
multipurpose, are less expensive to design and install, largely as a 
result of the superior water delivery. Manufactured to IPS (Iron Pipe 
Size) SDR 13.5 dimensions, BlazeMaster fire sprinkler pipe allows for 
increased water flow and fewer sprinkler heads over similarly sized 
multipurpose PEX systems. Manufactured to CTS (Copper Tube Size) 
SDR 9 dimensions, PEX has a small inside diameter and insert fittings 
which reduce water flow. As a result, there is not enough water to 
supply cost-effective, extended coverage sprinklers. In order to meet 
minimum flow requirements, PEX pipe must often be upsized, which 
results in increased materials costs and more sprinkler heads.
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Make the right call.

Choosing the right installation partner is as important as choosing 
the right fire sprinkler system. You can rest assured you’ve partnered 
with highly trained fire sprinkler installers simply by 
asking to see their BlazeMaster® training card, which 
is earned only after the successful completion of a 
BlazeMaster training course. We lead the industry 
in promoting best practices by offering the most 
comprehensive, hands-on training program. That’s 
just one more reason to choose a BlazeMaster fire 
sprinkler system.

For the most cost-effective, proven fire protection system – 
stand-alone or multipurpose – there is no better solution than 
BlazeMaster pipe and fittings.

Visit www.fbcbuildingsolutions.com  
or call 888-234-2436 ext. 447-7393  
to learn more.

9911 Brecksville Road

Cleveland, Ohio 44141-3201 USA

888.234.2436 ext.4477393

216.447.5313 FAX


